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Federa l  Comm un ica t ions  Commiss ion
Washington, D C. 20554

RE: Docket 09-19 Travelers '  Informatron Service/AA|RO's "Pet i t ion for  Rul ing"

As a l icensed Travelers Informat ion Radio Stat ion operator,  I  fu l ly  and emphat ical ly
supportAAlRO's posi t ion regarding clar i f icat ion and update of  FCC Parl90.242 rules
governing the Travelers Informat ion Service.

Vashon ls land is  a  ru ra l  communi ty  in  K ing  County ,  Wash ing ton  access ib le  to  the
mainland by ferry only.  We purchased our TIS system, along with stat ionery remotely
activated flashing l ights, to provide important safety information to our island
community dur ing t imes of  emergency. l t  is  cr i t ical  that  we be able to carry out th is
funct ion,  when we feel  i t  is  necessary to do so, regardless of  the exact nature of  the
safety message that we choose to broadcast.  We should not be I imited to the narrow
def in i t ion  cur ren t ly  found in  the  T IS regu la t ions .  As  such,  we suppor tAAlRO's
recommendat ion to loosen, but not l i f t ,  content restrrct ions of  these systems.

Vashon ls land is bui l t  on complextopography. As such, the current restr ict ions on
"r ibboning" or networking of  systems do not al low us to easi ly reach port ions of  our
populat ions This di f f icul ty is easi ly remedied with a network of  t ransmit ters.  We
suppor t  the  recommendat ions  o f  AAIRO to  c lear ly  a l low " r ibbon ing"  o r  ne twork ing  o f
TIS stat ions wi thout the burdensome and restr ict ive 'proof"  of  need on the part  of  the
l icense holder.

Al l  d isasters are local ,  and i t  is  imperat ive that  local  operators have the expressed
author i ty to broadcast,  at  their  d iscret ion,  publ ic safety informat ion for the protect ion of
l i fe and property.  The travel l ing publ ic is a broad descr iptor that  at  any given moment
can represent a s igni f icant percentage of  the total  local  populat ion.  The common
thread for those fal l ing under the descr ipt ion of  t ravel l ing publ ic is that  they are al l
potent ia l ly  v ict ims of  the same local ly hazardous si tuat ion and they al l  deserve access
to information that can facil i tate their safe passage.
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